
 

Grade 3 LESSON  8      “The Harvest Birds”  by Blanca Lopez de Mariscal,  pp. 279 - 297 

STANDARD 
RL.3.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and 
stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Why is [section] important to the 
rest of the story? 

 Why is p. 285 important to the rest of the 
story? 

- P. 285 is important to the rest of the story 

because if the old man hadn’t believed in Juan, 

and given him the small piece of land to farm, 

he wouldn’t have had to opportunity to fulfill 

his dream and become a successful farmer.  

- “Grandpa Chon is the first person to believe in 

Juan when no one else would.” 

- He gives him a small piece of land to farm. 

 
Related: 
- “Grandpa Chon tells Juan that if he isn’t 

successful in farming the land that he will have 

to work for him for free for the amount of days 

that he has used the land.” 

STANDARD 
RL. 3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the 
sequence of events. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Why do/does [character] most 
likely X? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why do the birds most likely think of Juan as 
a friend? 

- p. 281 The birds most likely thought of Juan as 
a friend because he used to sit under tree that 
they lived in, and they were used to him.  
-p. 289 The birds most likely thought of Juan as 
a friend because he fed them extra seed.  
-p. 289 The birds most likely thought of Juan as 
a friend because unlike other farmers he did not 
scare them away. 



STANDARD 
RL. 3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers. 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Which statement about X is true? Reread p. 284.  Which statements about 
Grandpa Chon are true? 
 
- Juan believes that Grandpa Chon can help 
him.  
- Juan sometimes acts without thinking.  
- Juan believes that older people are wise.  
- Grandpa Chon was in a bad mood. 
 

- p. 284 Juan believes that Grandpa Chon can 
help him.  
- p. 284 Juan believes that older people are 
wise.  
 
 

 

 

 

 


